
The Cornerstone Times 

SUMMER 2018

OPPORTUNITY



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Cornerstone Families and Friends,

Our commitment and service to children in southwest Philadelphia is year round. This summer 
we will have students from Cornerstone and the community participating in our J-Rock Fine 
Arts Camp, Young Readers program, Summer Enrichment program, Hammers with Heart 
Trades Camp at the Williamson College of the Trades, and sending a group of students for a 
weeklong camp experience at Camp Tockwogh in Maryland. All in all, we anticipate providing 
academic and spiritual growth opportunities for 200 children during the summer.

An additional benefit of Cornerstone’s summer programming is the employment and training 
opportunity it provides for about 25 college-age and older adults who are hired by the school to 
serve as instructors, counselors, aides and mentors for students. This is a significant investment 
on our part in job training and community economic development. Not only are we providing a 
service to families by offering summer educational opportunities for their children, but we are 
also providing work and training for young adults in urban youth development and ministry.  

A 2016 Brookings Institution study reports that:

“[S]ummer jobs provide early work experience and skills development for young people 
who otherwise might flounder in the labor market – particularly low-income young adults 
with weak connections to the work world and limited knowledge of career options. Programs 
(like Cornerstone’s) can help young adults see new possibilities and develop supportive 
relationships with adults. Summer jobs provide an opportunity to learn and practice skills 
required to succeed in a work environment: to be responsible, assess situations, accept 
feedback, and identify when to seek assistance. Not least of all, young adults in summer jobs 
earn wages –an important benefit for low-income young people and communities.” 

Cornerstone will spend over $100,000 for our summer programs, over and above our recurring 
operational expenses. The modest fees our families pay to enroll their children in one or more 
of our camp programs do not come anywhere near the actual cost. With this in mind, I am 
asking you for two things:

First, will you please pray for our students this summer? Pray for their health, safety, 
spiritual development and academic growth. Pray, too, for our camp instructors and staff. We 
need them to be God’s servants of peace, love, and hope for children.

Then, secondly, will you make a contribution to support our summer operations? 
An $80 gift will cover a day’s salary of one camp staff member. A $400 gift will cover a week’s 
salary. A $1,600 gift will cover half of a staff member’s summer salary. And a $3,200 gift will 
cover the entire salary. Whatever size gift you are able to send please know you be will making 
a difference in a child’s life as well as helping us bring glory and honor to God.

Gratefully,

Dick Ollinger, President/CEO 
rollinger@ cornerstonephiladelphia.com 
215 724 6858 x232
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“So then, while 
we have the 
opportunity, 
let us do good 
to all people, 
and especially 
to those who 
are of the 
household 
of the faith.”

GALATIANS 6:10

Calissa Ade (3 years)

The City School

Sakiyah Burton (9 years)

Academy at Palumbo

Rhazae Caliman (3 years)

Franklin Learning Center

Cameryn Dixon (3 years)

Franklin Learning Center

Hena Larkpor
Jefferson High School in Kentucky

Cheryl Morton (4 years)

KIPP DuBois Collegiate Academy

Ciani Pratt (8 years)

The Philadelphia H.S. for Creative 
and Performing Arts

Zaliyah Rayford (3 years)

Franklin Learning Center

Aliza Smith (9 years)

Northeast High School
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Student 
Art Show

This spring, Cornerstone 
students displayed 
their artwork at the first 
annual Student Art Show. 
Throughout the school year 
students worked with artist 
in residence, Julie Kring to 
create art through mediums 
such as printmaking, 
collages, nature, and paint 
demonstrating what they 
learned in the eight week 
course. Their work was 
inspired by artist such as 
Andy Goldsworthy, Chris 
Myers, and Davinci. 

“Students did a remarkable 
job picking up the key 
elements...and making them 
their own,” says Julie.

While art education 
continues to become less of a 
priority for schools in under 
resourced communities, 
Cornerstone is committed 
to providing the highest 
standards for academic 
achievement in our students, 
which includes art education. 
Programs such as these 
help students broaden 
their creativity, develop 
critical thinking skills, build 
confidence, and learn to 
collaborate. We believe that 
these are important skills that 
will help students succeed far 
beyond the classroom.

ON CAMPUS

New Look for Cornerstone!

This spring we unveiled our new branding and website, designed to help communicate to 
the world how many cutting edge and innovative things are happening in and outside of the 
classroom at CCA. If you haven’t yet, be sure to visit us at cornerstonephiladelphia.com and 
take a look for yourself!

Guest Judges Encourage Students 
to Keep Exploring Science Fields

On Friday, May 22nd, Cornerstone middle school students presented their science fair projects. 
Tri-fold poster boards, slimy liquids, and moldy food projects were arranged according to grade 
level, as students prepared to present their work to teachers, parents, and—new this year—guest 
judges from the west Philadelphia science community.

Dr. Kathryn Limmer, Attending Physician at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia; Herb Green, 
Associate Professor at Temple University; Diane Waff, Professor of Practice and Director of 
Philadelphia Writing Project; James Guarre, Retired Research Chemist; and Thomas Sumter, 
Decrementing Coordinator for Wills Eye Hospital, each volunteered their expertise as guest 
judges.  Students had the opportunity to interact with professionals in the science field as they 
presented their projects and later during small-group lunches.

Natasha Grant, Middle School Science Teacher relished that “Our guest judges not only 
encouraged students to do well on their projects, but also helped them to see how what they‘re 
learning applies in job fields.”

While African American students have a long history of achievement in STEM, they are 
often underrepresented in professional STEM fields. Programs such as the science fair and 
opportunities to meet science professionals encourage students to explore these fields and 
hopefully inspires them to be trailblazers in this profession.

Justice Project 
for Mentors
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When I look at this class I see a class of doctors, lawyers, designers, and scientists. 
We will make it. I know that it will be rough at times but we have to remember that 
it will be worth it. As long as we reach our destination —which is our future—our 
journey won’t matter. We will make this happen.

Colin Powell stated, “There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, 
hard work, and learning from failure.” I absolutely agree with Collin on this. When 
we think of success, we sometimes think that goal is too far away and we sometimes 
wonder how we will ever get there. However, we can’t start anything until we are 
prepared. I know how Mrs. Harris got on us about always being prepared.

Benjamin Franklin famously quoted, “By failing to prepare, you are preparing to 
fail.” We cannot accomplish anything without the right tools. Preparation used 
to be about, having the right crayons, having a pencil to write with, even having 
paper to write on. As we move on and get older, preparation is about getting a good 
education, so that we can make a difference with our careers.

Cornerstone has been great preparation for us. Thanks to our teachers, we won’t go 
into high school blind and unknowing. They gave us a glimpse of what high school 
really looks like and for that I am grateful. If we want success we need to work hard.

Okay, so we are prepared. Now what? We have the tools but now we need to 
use them. We can’t afford to have what we learned go to waste. If we work hard, 
we increase our knowledge. If we work hard, we increase our ability to do better. 
We can’t always do the same thing and expect the same results. “You can’t do 
nothing and expect something out of it,” as Ms. Grant always says. 

Lastly, we have to learn to accept failing. You failing doesn’t make you a failure. 
It means you didn’t get your expected result. So what do you do? You try a different 
approach to get that result. Use that failure as a lesson and in the end that will make 
you successful. We can make a difference if we learn not to repeat our past.

Cornerstone has taught me a lot about God. He is my rock and He will forever be 
in my life. God made me a difference maker. He made all of us a difference makers. 
In 2nd grade, Mrs. Cooper definitely enforced that. I remember how she had a prayer 
corner in her classroom. If anything was wrong she would tell us to go in the corner 
and tell God about our problems. It was a reminder that God is always there.

Cornerstone is a great school because they have prepared us for life. All of the 
different volunteers, mentors, and speakers, who come to our school prepare us 
for life and I thank them for that. I want to give special thanks to my parents because 
without them I wouldn’t be where I’m at today. Over the years, my friends, teachers, 
faculty, and staff have become like my family and Cornerstone will always have a 
special place in my heart. Thank you for making a difference in my life and helping 
me to become a difference maker.

Mentors work one-on-one with students 
throughout the school year building 
relationships that help to foster strong 
character and cast a wider network 
of support for students. Eighth grade 
mentor groups worked on a year-long 
service project with their mentors that 
they were responsible for researching, 
designing, and implementing.

The Justice Project encourages mentors 
and students to investigate an injustice 
facing their school/neighborhood 
community. Groups researched 
topics such as, bullying, gun violence, 
environmental injustice, etc. Once they 
have a clear understanding of the issue/
topic they’ve researched; mentor groups 
design a plan to respond to the injustice.

In response to keeping the environment 
clean, Siaka Korleh and his mentor Chris 
DiAntonio, created a portable dog waste 
station equipped with sanitation bags for 
dog walkers.

It is our hope that as they complete 
these projects, students feel a sense of 
empowerment, to address some of the 
issues of injustice that they face. We also 
hope that they understand that there is 
a network of people around them that 
support them as they go out to change 
the world.

CornerstonePhiladelphia.com

STUDENT ESSAY 

“You Are a Difference Maker” 8th Grade 
Valedictorian Speech by Hena Larkpor

CORNERSTONE REPORTS

Mentoring at CCA
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Student art on display



Answer: 392

Cornerstone Kids Challenge:
How many students have graduatedfrom Cornerstone since 1988?

Sandra Watson CLASS OF 2014

Sandra Watson graduated from Cornerstone in 2014. She recently graduated from Science 
Leadership Academy with plans to attend Susquehanna University in the fall.

While she was at Cornerstone, Sandra was a Student Ambassador. She remembers working with 
Mr. Jaret and Mrs. Alaina on her communication and leadership skills. One piece of advice that 
Sandra would give to Cornerstone students, is to never give up. She says, “When motivation runs 
out, self discipline kicks in.” 

Sloane White CLASS OF 2006

Sloane White graduated Cornerstone in 2006. She recently graduated with her Master’s Degree
in Social Work from Widner University this spring. Sloane says, “ Cornerstone was my foundation; 
academically and spiritually.”

She remembers being a part of Daughters of Destiny and memorizing Jeremiah 29:11, “I know
the plans that I have for you says the Lord, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” This scripture has been with her throughout her academic journey.

Sloane is now a Social Worker and has plans to open her own non-profi t.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Summer 
Enrichment
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J-Rock summer camp is an eight-week arts-based day camp sponsored by
Cornerstone Christian Academy. Throughout the summer, J-Rock serves over 100 
students and families in the Kingsessing community. We employ over 20 young adults 
and partner with Philadelphia Youth Network through their Work Ready program, 
which provides local high school employment opportunities throughout the city.

Through visual art, music, dance, and drama, J-Rock off ers students opportunities 
to explore diff erent creative outlets and gain new life skills throughout the summer. 
While students benefi t from the techniques they learn during J-Rock, young adults 
and teenagers have the opportunity to explore diff erent career paths and gain 
valuable work experience.

For almost 30 years, Cornerstone has been a beacon of hope for the Kingsessing 
community. Not only do children and families we serve benefi t from the work being 
done here, but also our neighbors and those serving in various capacities during the 
summer and throughout the year.

Research suggest that while 
students from middle to upper-
income families make academic 
gains during the summer, those 
in under-resourced communities 
can lose more than two months 
of learning. For those students 
who have fallen behind during the 
school year, the gap is even wider.

Summer enrichment off ers 
students who have fallen behind, 
and those looking to stay ahead, 
the opportunity to adequately 
prepare for their return in the 
fall. For fi ve weeks during the 
summer, Cornerstone teachers 
off er instruction in both math and 
reading for each grade level.

The summer enrichment program 
helps to ensure that our students 
come to school ready to succeed 
during the school year.

Inspired by the city of Philadelphia’s Read by 4th initiative, Cornerstone provides
an opportunity for students entering Kindergarten through 2nd grade to brush
up on their reading skills throughout the summer.

Read by 4th is the city’s response to the staggering statistics that suggest that once 
students enter the 4th grade, if they are not on track for reading, they will fall 
signifi cantly behind in other subjects as they progress in grade level. In order to 
combat some of these statistics, Cornerstone off ers a half day reading program that 
helps students with reading and phonics.

The Young Readers program last for fi ve weeks during the summer and is free
of charge to families.

CornerstonePhiladelphia.com

J-Rock Summer Camp

Young Readers Program

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT GOING THE EXTRA MILE
SUMMER PROGRAMS AT CORNERSTONE

Music at J-Rock

Sloane White

Sandra Watson

Galloway Scholars

The Susan Hall Galloway Scholarship is awarded yearly to three high-achieving middle school students. The scholarship 
provides full tuition for one year for the awardees to attend CCA. The recipients of the scholarships for 2018-2019 are India 
Jones, Ayanah Harley, and Syncere Wright-McCullough. 

India is a rising 8th grader. She has attended CCA since kindergarten.  She is an honor student, active in choir, dance, the Tech 
Titans technology club, and serves as a Student Ambassador. Her future plans are to excel in high school and college, followed 
by medical school to become a pediatrician.  Ayanah is a rising 6th grader, also active in choir, and an honor student with a 
future goal to pursue a career in medicine. Syncere, also a rising 6th grader, is in the Voices in Praise Choir. Math and science are 
his favorite subjects. He has an interest in becoming a scientist or to pursue a career in ministry.

India, Ayanah, and Syncere were awarded the Galloway Scholarships during worship at the Wayne Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, June 10th.    
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Mr. and Mrs. Philanthropy

123 Giving Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19143

Our Mission

The mission of Cornerstone Christian 
Academy is to educate children, including 
those from at-risk neighborhoods, in an 
environment that provides the highest 
standards for academic achievement 
and spiritual development.

Our Vision

It is our vision to be a model urban 
Christian school where students are 
grounded in faith, shaped with Christ-
like character, and equipped with 
knowledge & skills to excel in high 
school, college, & throughout life.

Advisory Board

The Rev. Dr. W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
William Harrison
Dennis Horner
James Rohn, Esq.
James Sweet, Esq., Co-Founder

The Rev. Dr. Anita Bell
Kevin Blackney
Ronald Bond
Dr. Janice Bowdre
Mary Clampet, Secretary

Rebecca Clayton, Esq.
James J. Dolente, Sr.
Casey Dunn
Gregory Esterhai
Kenneth Frazier, Esq.

Wayne Geisser, Vice Chair

Peter Grim, Chairman

Cynthia Hanscom
Dr. Kathryn Limmer
Wanda Motley Odom
Charles (Chip) Olson III
Richard Scott
Donnell Sheppard
William P. Simon, Jr.
James Summers

Board of Trustees
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